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Boniface were pardoned after a comparatively light penance.
An amazed Christendom was assured that Philip had acted
like a loyal and loving and obedient son of the Church and
that Boniface was a Pope worthy of the greatest veneration!
The Council of Vienne met on October ist, 1311. Over
three hundred high ecclesiastics, including 114 bishops,
were present from every country in Christendom. There
were three matters to be considered: the affair of the Temple,
a Crusade to the Holy Land, and the cleansing of the Church
of the abuses which had crept in. Nothing came of the
proposal for a renewal of the holy war in the East and the
steps taken to reform the Church aroused little interest $ but
the fate of the Temple was eagerly awaited. Four years had
passed since the arrest of the brethren, and their doom and
the distribution of their wide properties had been the subject
of eager discussions throughout Europe.
While it may have already been decided by Clement and
Philip that the Temple should be disbanded by papal pro-
vision if the general council of the Church would not act, it
would be much more satisfactory if the council could be
brought to condemn the Order. The Pope did his best to
rally the bishops against the Temple, and opened the pro-
ceedings with a bitter attack on the Order. It had been
shown to be a den of infamy, he said; its members had
confessed to gross blasphemies and had admitted that these
were committed in accordance with the Rule of the Order.
So awful were the crimes that the Order of the Temple must
be abolished, and so overwhelming was the evidence available
that no further enquiry was needed.
It was, however, not so easy to destroy the Temple. The
Pope had two thousand confessions by Templars as well as
numerous depositions by outside witnesses, but what he called
proof carried no conviction to the members of the council.
Only the three French archbishops—of Sens, Rheims and
Rouen—one Italian bishop and a number of the cardinals

